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COMMUNICATION 

College ............................ Arts and Sciences 

Academic Award ............ Bachelor of Arts 

Credits Required ............ 125 semester credits 

Coordinator ..................... Sarah Drivdahl 

Concentrations ............... Drama, Film Studies, Media Studies, 
Organizational Communication, Public Affairs 

We live in a communication-oriented society. Our world is significantly influenced by both the personal and mediated com-

munication of individuals from diverse social, political, professional and religious groups. Never before has there been such a 

demand for leaders and professionals with advanced communication skills and knowledge. 

 

Northwest University Communication Studies 
Major Overview 

Competence in communication is fundamental to success 

in many professions such as human resources and public 

relations, organizational management, sales, conflict 

resolution and negotiation, government and politics, law, 

teaching and the entertainment industry. 

The major in Communication provides the student with the 

knowledge and skills needed to fulfill his or her calling to 

serve Christ in communication related professions. The 

major is designed for aspiring servant leaders who seek to 

integrate their faith with their communication skills, 

creative abilities and appreciation of the arts. 

But, apart from the practical value of communication 

studies for future employment, the major also helps 

students improve their personal quality of life.  Becoming 

an effective communicator is a process that touches every 

area of our lives -- both at home and at work and helps to 

unlock all other learning. 

The program offers many advantages, including the 

freedom to tailor choice of courses to meet student’s 

personal or career interests. After completing the core 

courses, students choose among one of five concentrations 

for focused study: Organizational Communication, Drama, 

Media Studies, Public Affairs or Film Studies. 

 

Core Competencies and Objectives 

In the Communication Studies Program students develop: 

 Writing and Speaking Skills.  Students develop the 

ability to use language effectively, to speak well, and 

to express ideas clearly and with ease to large and 

small audiences.  

 Critical Thinking and Creativity. Students learn to 

express ideas creatively and to think analytically. 

 Message Design and Analysis.  Students gain skills 

to interpret and critically evaluate messages, texts, and 

performances and to utilize this knowledge to develop 

their ability to persuade others and enact change.  

 Group Dynamics.  Students learn leadership and 

supportive skills that foster cooperation, practical 

problem-solving, and teamwork among members of 

groups. 

 Interpersonal Skills. Students enhance interpersonal 

skills, including the ability to listen, to understand and 

to accept people from diverse backgrounds and 

perspectives. The student will understand the 

importance of verbal and nonverbal communication in 

expressing cognitive and affective meaning.  

 Career Preparation.  Students explore their strengths 

and skills in preparation for communication-related 

careers through coursework, internships, and 

community involvement. 
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Communication Major Core Courses 

The following core courses are required for all 

concentrations. Students usually begin by taking 

Introduction to Human Communication to enter the major. 

After completing the core, students declare a concentration 

in Organizational Communication, Drama, Media Studies, 

Public Affairs, or Film Studies.  

Each core course seeks to fulfill certain objectives of the 

major listed. 

COMM 2003 Introduction to Human Communication 

Written and Speaking Skills 

Message Design and Analysis 

Interpersonal Skills 

Career Development 

 

 COMM 2453 Mass Communication 

Written and Speaking Skills 

Message Design and Analysis 

Communication theory 

Creativity   

 

COMM 3243 Interpersonal Communication 

Written and Speaking Skills 

Interpersonal Skills 

Group Dynamics 

Communication theory 

 

COMM 3503 Message Design 

Written and Speaking Skills 

Creativity     

Message Design and Analysis 

Career Development 

Group Dynamics 

 

In addition, the student will select nine credits in 

communication studies of courses not included in the 

concentration. 

Drama Concentration 

Students majoring in Communication with a Concentration 

in Drama will develop competence in communication with 

a focus in the dramatic arts. Such competence includes 

familiarization with various communication theories and 

practice with dramatic literature, theory, and history. 

The focus of the Drama Concentration at Northwest is on 

the craft of acting. Within this focus students come to 

appreciate human experience as presented in dramatic 

literature, with critique or analysis from a Christian 

aesthetic or world view. 

Students pursuing this major achieve a broad-based liberal 

arts education, with emphases in Communication and 

Drama, and so learn invaluable personal and social skills - 

from self-discipline and confidence in public 

communication to risk-taking and group endeavor. 

Competence in Communication with a Concentration in 

Drama helps prepare students not only for graduate school, 

law school, or seminary, but also for a variety of career 

areas including the performing arts, education, and the 

ministry. 

In addition to achieving the goals of the University, 

completing the Communication major with a 

Concentration in Drama enables students to: 

 Read and reflect upon masterpieces of dramatic 

literature;  

 Relate significant theories of theatre criticism to plays 

studied;  

 Use the human voice effectively on stage;  

 Demonstrate onstage and offstage skills related to 

drama production;  

 Cooperate with others in a creative endeavor.  

Film Studies Concentration 

Students majoring in Communication with a Concentration 

in Film Studies are introduced to the theory and practice of 

the motion picture industry and its critical analysis. The 

concentration depends on admittance to the L.A. Film 

Studies Center -- usually limited to one or two students 

each year. Students spend a semester in Hollywood for 

internships and course work. Other courses at Northwest 

University familiarize students with essential 

communication theories in addition to film analysis. 

According to the LAFSC program description: "Students 

who choose to attend the LAFSC are exposed to a true 

behind-the-scenes look at the work and workings of 

Hollywood, yet at the same time are a part of a Christian-

based educational program committed to understanding 

what it means to be salt and light in this unique and 

powerful industry. The entire experience of classes, 

internships, and Christian fellowship provides the student 

with an opportunity to test his or her interest in pursuing a 

career in the mainstream entertainment industry." 

The LAFSC is sponsored by the Council for Christian 

Colleges & Universities and is located in one of the 

primary film and television production centers in Los 

Angeles. Adjacent to Burbank, the LAFSC is within a few 

miles of Warner Brothers, Universal, NBC, and The Walt 

Disney Studios. 

Students pursuing this major and concentration achieve a 

broad-based liberal arts education, with emphases in 

Communication studies, and so learn invaluable personal 

and social skills - from self-discipline and confidence in 

public communication to risk-taking and group endeavor.  

Besides gaining a deeper understanding of the significance 

of film in our culture, the major helps students develop 

practical communication skills and improve their chances 

for success in graduate school, law school, or seminary, as 

http://www.bestsemester.com/lafsc/
http://www.bestsemester.com/lafsc/
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well as a variety of communication related careers -- 

including the movie industry, performing arts, education 

and the ministry. 

In addition to achieving the goals of the University, 

completing the Communication major with a 

Concentration in Film Studies enables students to: 

 Apply theories of film criticism to films studied;  

 Articulate major developments of film history;  

 Gain an understanding of the filmmaking process and 

the relationship between faith, film, and popular 

culture.  

 Provide an opportunity to appraise their preparation 

for a film industry related profession.  

Media Studies Concentration 

Students who major in Communication with a 

Concentration in Media Studies learn how print and 

broadcast mediated communication shapes our society. 

Drawing on the fields of radio and television production, 

film studies, web broadcast and journalism the 

concentration provides basic understandings and skills 

necessary to begin careers in mass media related 

professions. 

All courses are designed to guide students to think about 

media from the perspective of the Christian world view and 

to consider how media is used to fulfill the great 

commission.  

The Communication major with a Concentration in Media 

Studies helps prepare students not only for graduate 

programs in journalism or broadcast, but also for a variety 

of entry level careers with newspapers, magazines and 

radio and television stations. Course work includes work 

with the college newspaper as well as an internship in 

which students gain practical experience with area 

newspapers, radio and television studios.  

Students pursuing this major gain a broad-based liberal arts 

education and acquire valuable personal and professional 

skills as journalism or broadcast professionals.  

The concentration will provide students with the ability to 

work in a number of journalistic settings.  In addition to the 

goals of the communication major, students in this program 

will:  

 Learn how to write hard-news stories, feature-length 

exposés, and magazine editorials.  

 Understand and approach ethical issues in the media 

from an informed Christian perspective.  

 Learn how to research and prepare for an effective 

interview.  

 Present professional quality media stories for possible 

publication or broadcast purposes.  

 Obtain real-world experience by working with the 

university newspaper or radio station.  

Organizational Communication Concentration 

Students who major in Communication with a 

Concentration in Organizational Communication focus on 

the knowledge and skills necessary to direct, represent, 

promote or serve in organizations. Drawing on the fields of 

business and psychology in addition to public address, the 

Concentration provides an understanding in how humans 

interact and function in organizations. 

Knowledge of the theories and practices of organizational 

management, leadership and promotion permits students to 

appreciate the complex processes of human relations in 

organizations through the framework of Christian faith and 

values. The Communication major with a Concentration in 

Organizational Communication helps prepare students not 

only for graduate studies, law school, or seminary, but also 

for a variety of public information related careers. 

Course work includes a practicum in which students serve 

as interns or assistants to organizational professionals 

working with pregnancy help, hospice centers, domestic 

abuse organizations, public interest, para-church, missions 

support, youth and other community organizations as well 

as political parties, campaigns or political actions 

organizations. 

Students pursuing this major gain a broad-based liberal arts 

education and acquire valuable personal and leadership 

skills - from self-discipline and confidence in public 

communication to decision making and conflict resolution 

and problem solving. 

The Concentration provides the ability to: 

 Learn supportive skills that foster cooperation and 

teamwork in work groups. 

 Make decisions and resolve problems in 

organizations;  

 Generate and organize creative ideas and supporting 

material for organizational presentations and 

literature;  

 Present public presentations and speeches before live 

and mediated audiences 

 Take part in an internship or practicum experience to 

develop career potential with organizations. 

Public Affairs Concentration 

Students who study Public Affairs at Northwest learn how 

to design, implement and critique messages for promoting 

the common good in those areas where they are called to 

serve.  Our civic and community organizations are in need 

of leaders and professionals who understand how reasoned 

discourse and persuasion promote solutions to problems. 

Public Affairs take on the mantle of rhetoric studies. 

Traditionally rhetoric was a core curriculum for the 
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Academy seeking to educate an engaged citizenry. 

Rhetoric is defined as the creation and maintenance of 

human understanding in order to foster cooperation among 

members of society. Students gain insights from the 

perspectives of political science and communication 

studies and develop practical skills, which empower them 

to make a difference in the world.  

The student will: 

 Learn how to design messages for campaigns directed 

to persuade specific groups.  

 Learn skills for fostering cooperation and teamwork in 

groups. 

 Develop confidence in public speaking.  

 Generate and organize creative ideas and supporting 

material in building a case. 

 Understand how to adapt to a variety of audiences and 

cultures. 

 Learn the tools for critical analysis to identify 

strengths and weaknesses of persuasive messages. 

  

Admission to major, graduation requirements 

 The student will declare their candidacy for the 

program by accessing the Communication Studies 

Interactive Wiki Page and sign their name to the 

Communication Major Covenant, affirming shared 

values as member of the program. The student will 

identify their choice of concentration on this 

interactive page.  

 The student must achieve a 2.0 GPA in all courses 

within the major and concentration to be awarded this 

degree. 

 The student’s specific concentration in the major will 

be determined in consultation with the student’s 

faculty advisor. Recognizing that concentration 

interests may change, the final selection of 

concentration must be declared by the end of the 

second year of degree work.  
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COMMUNICATION – MAJOR 

CORE CURRICULUM REQUIREMENTS ------------------------------------------------------------------- 60 

 

Bible and Theology ......................................................................................................................................... 12 

BIBL 1103 Old Testament History and Literature .........................3 

BIBL 1203 New Testament History and Literature ........................3 

THEO 1213 Christian Thought ........................................................3 

THEO  2323 Jesus the Messiah .........................................................3 

 

 

Written and Verbal Communications ........................................................................................................... 9 

ENGL 1013 Composition I: Expository Writing .............................3 

ENGL 1023 Composition II: Rhetoric and Research Writing..........3 

COMM 1213 Fundamentals of Speech Communication ...................3 

 

Humanities ...................................................................................................................................................... 9 

6 credits in this area must be from Writing Practice courses* (see course descriptions for applicability) 

ENGL xxx3 Any Literature course ..................................................3 

HIST xxx3 Any Course in History .................................................3 

3 additional credits selected from the following .....................................3 

Art (ARTE), Bible (BIBL), Drama (DRAM), English (ENGL), 

History (HIST), Language (LANG), Music (MUSI), or Theology (THEO) 

 

 

Social Sciences ................................................................................................................................................. 9 

6 credits in this area must be from Writing Practice courses* (see course descriptions for applicability) 

Select a minimum of two disciplines from the following: 

Business Administration (BUSM), Communication (except COMM 1213), Economics, Education (EDUC),  

Geography (GEOG), Health & Fitness (PEDU), Management (BMGT), Marketing (BMKT), Philosophy 

(PHIL), Political Science (PSCI), Psychology (PSYC), or Sociology/Anthropology (SOCI) 

 

Science and Mathematics ............................................................................................................................... 7 

MATH xxxx College-level Mathematics ..........................................3 

SCIE xxxx Science course with Lab ..............................................4 

 

Formation and Calling ................................................................................................................................... 6 

UCOR 1043 Faith in Society* ..........................................................3 

UCOR 1052 Identity and Vocation ..................................................2 

UCOR 4791 Faith Integration ..........................................................1 

 

Core Electives .................................................................................................................................................. 8 

Any college-level courses 
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COMMUNICATION – MAJOR 

COMMUNICATION MAJOR ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 48 

Communication Major Core .......................................................................................................................... 12 

 COMM 2003 Introduction to Human Communication ......................3 

 COMM 2453 Mass Communication ..................................................3 

 COMM 3243 Interpersonal Communication .....................................3 

 COMM 3503 Message Design ...........................................................3 

 

Any Communication or Drama course (not in major concentration) ........................................................... 8

 

CONCENTRATIONS:  (select one of the following concentrations) ----------------------------------------------------- 28 

 Drama 

 Film Studies 

 Media Studies 

 Organizational Communication 

 Public Affairs 

   

 

GENERAL ELECTIVES  ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 17 

  Any college-level courses 
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COMMUNICATION – CONCENTRATIONS  

 

DRAMA CONCENTRATION  ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 28 

  DRAM 2113 Principles of Acting .....................................................3 

DRAM 2312 Voice and Movement  ..................................................2 

DRAM 2332 Offstage Practicum ......................................................2 

DRAM 2442 Onstage Practicum .......................................................2 

  DRAM 3213 Shakespeare .................................................................3  

  DRAM 3253 Interpretive Reading ....................................................3 

  DRAM 3663 Playscript Analysis ......................................................3 

  DRAM 4xx3 Drama Elective ............................................................3 

  Select one of the following ......................................................................3 

DRAM 3343 Major Filmmakers 

DRAM 3353 International Film 

    Select one of the following ...........................................2 

DRAM 4132 Play Directing 

DRAM 4602 Senior Drama Project 

  Any 2 credits from the following .............................................................2 

DRAM 2332 Offstage Practicum (additional) 

DRAM 2442 Onstage Practicum (additional) 

DRAM 37xx Applied Acting Lessons (max of 3 credits) 

DRAM 37xx Special Topics 

DRAM 4942 Drama Internship 

 

 
FILM STUDIES CONCENTRATION --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 28 

  COMM  2552 Video Production .........................................................2 

  COMM 3053 History of American Film ............................................3 

  COMM  4951 Practicum and Career Development ............................1 

  Select one of the following ......................................................................3 

DRAM 3343 Major Filmmakers 

DRAM 3353 International Film 

DRAM 3373 Reading the Film 

DRAM 48x3 TOP: Special Topics in Film 

  Select one of the following ......................................................................3 

COMM 3183 Multimedia Principles 

COMM 4073 Advanced Video Storytelling 

DRAM 3663 Playscript Analysis 

   

  (The Los Angeles Film Studies Program is offered off campus through the CCCU program) 

  COMM 4603 Hollywood Production Workshop ...............................3 

  COMM 4614 Theology in Hollywood ...............................................4 

  COMM 46x3 LA Film Studies Elective.............................................3 

  COMM 4956 Internship: Inside Hollywood ......................................6 
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COMMUNICATION – CONCENTRATIONS 

 

MEDIA STUDIES CONCENTRATION ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 28 

  COMM 2052 Introduction to Digital Media ......................................2 

  COMM 2413  Introduction to Media Writing .....................................3 

  COMM 3183 Multimedia Principles ..................................................3 

  COMM 3533 Web Design and Layout ..............................................3 

  COMM 3583 Media and Pop Culture ................................................3 

  Select one of the following ......................................................................3 

 COMM 3223 Advanced Speech Communication 

   ENGL  3273 Business Writing 

   ENGL 4273 Technical Writing 

  Select 4 credits from the following .........................................................4 

COMM 2523 Digital Audio Wrkstns I 

COMM 2552 Video Production 

COMM 271x Student Media: Visual 

Journalism  

COMM 272x Student Media: Interpretive Journalism 

COMM 372x Debate Team (4 credit max) 

COMM 4073 Advanced Video Storytelling 

  COMM 4482 Professional Synthesis I ...............................................2 

  COMM 4492 Professional Synthesis II..............................................2 

  COMM 4953 Practicum and Career Development ............................3 

 

 
ORGANIZATIONAL COMMUNICATION CONCENTRATION ---------------------------------------------------- 28 

  COMM 2052 Introduction to Digital Media ......................................2 

  COMM 3013 Introduction to Public Relations ..................................3 

  COMM 3263 Small Group Discussion ..............................................3 

  COMM 3463 Organizational Communication ...................................3 

  COMM 3563 Conflict Resolution ......................................................3 

  Select one of the following .....................................................................3 

BMGT 4503 Non-Profit Management 

BMGT  3103 Organizational Management 

Theory 

COMM 3533 Web Design and Layout 

ENGL  3273 Business Writing 

ENGL 4273 Technical Writing 

  Select 4 credits from the following .........................................................4 

COMM 2523 Digital Audio Wrkstns I 

COMM 2552 Video Production 

COMM 271x Student Media: Visual 

Journalism  

COMM 272x Student Media: Interpretive Journalism 

COMM 3183 Multimedia Principles 

COMM 372x Debate Team (4 credit max) 

COMM 4073 Advanced Video Storytelling 

  COMM 4482 Professional Synthesis I ...............................................2 

  COMM 4492 Professional Synthesis II..............................................2 

  COMM 4953 Practicum and Career Development ............................3 
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COMMUNICATION – CONCENTRATIONS 

 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS CONCENTRATION ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 28 

  COMM 2052 Introduction to Digital Media ......................................2 

  COMM 2253 Debating Controversies ...............................................3 

  COMM 3103 Rhetoric and Persuasion ..............................................3 

  COMM 3223 Advanced Speech Communication ..............................3 

  COMM 3283 Analysis of Famous Speeches .....................................3 

  Select one of the following .....................................................................3  

PSCI 2503 American Government 

PSCI 3393 Business and Politics 

PSCI 3513 American Presidency 

PSCI 3603 Law and Judicial Process 

PSCI 3643 Legislative Process 

PSCI 3703 International Security and Terrorism 

PSCI 4xxx American Studies Program 

 

  Select 4 credits from the following .........................................................4 

COMM 2523 Digital Audio Wrkstns I 

COMM 2552 Video Production 

COMM 271x Student Media: Visual 

Journalism  

COMM 272x Student Media: Interpretive Journalism 

COMM 3183 Multimedia Principles 

COMM 372x Debate Team (4 credit max) 

COMM 4073 Advanced Video Storytelling 

  COMM 4482 Professional Synthesis I ...............................................2 

  COMM 4492 Professional Synthesis II..............................................2 

  COMM 4953 Practicum and Career Development ............................3 
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COMMUNICATION – MINOR  

College ............................ Arts and Sciences 

Academic Award ............ Minor 

Credits Required ............ 20 semester credits 

Coordinator ..................... Sarah Drivdahl 

COMMUNICATION MINOR ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 20 

Communication Core ..................................................................................................................................... 12 

 COMM 2003 Introduction to Human Communication ......................3 

 COMM 2453 Mass Communication ..................................................3 

 COMM 3243 Interpersonal Communication .....................................3 

 COMM 3503 Message Design ...........................................................3 

  

 

Any Communication course ........................................................................................................................... 8 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNICATION AND PREACHING – MINOR 

College ............................ Ministry 

Academic Award ............ Minor 

Credits Required ............ 16 semester credits 

Coordinator ..................... Wayde Goodall 

The Communication and Preaching minor provides instruction and experience in oral communication which will help prepare 

the student for those ministries that place an emphasis on public speaking. 

 

COMMUNICATION & PREACHING MINOR  -------------------------------------------------------------------------- 16 

  COMM 3223 Advanced Speech Communication ..............................3 

  PMIN 4213 Preaching I ...................................................................3 

  PMIN 4223 Preaching II .................................................................3 

  COMM/PMIN Electives ......................................................................7 

    COMM 3433 Intercultural Communication is highly recommended. 


