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Thank you for agreeing to film a video on your phone for Northwest University. As we all have 
varying levels of experience with video, we thought it would be helpful to pass along a few tips 
and tricks. Keep these standards in mind as you film, and your video will come out looking 
amazing.  

 

1. Make sure to keep your phone on a stable surface and at eye level. This will give your video 
the most natural feel. If you don’t have a tripod handy, you can try stacking various items, like 
books, to make a quick prop for your phone.  

2. Find a spot with good lighting. Natural lighting is always going to be best, so see if you can 
set up near a window. Make sure the light is hitting your face straight on or from the side; not 
from behind you.  

3. Minimize background noise. Think through your day and choose a time where your 
recording is less likely to be interrupted by unplanned noises.  

4. If you mess up, no worries! Seriously, it’s okay if you fumble a word or take a minute to get 
your delivery right. Without stopping the video, just go back to the beginning of your sentence 
and try again. Our editors will handle the rest.  

5. If you can, use the rear camera on your phone instead of the front-facing one. It’s certainly 
easier to use the front-facing camera, but the other one has much better quality. You can try a 
short test to get the framing right and see how it looks.  

6. Don’t zoom in! The digital zoom on most phones decreases the quality, so plan on setting up 
the framing so you don’t have to zoom in.  

7. Make sure you record horizontally, not vertically.  

 

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to reach out to us at 
marketing@northwestu.edu.  Thank you for helping us create content for our school. 
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