Meet Three Students
Who Stand Out

INCREASED
SCHOLARSHIPS
Plus Helpful Hints for Financial Aid
FINDING
YOUR
MAJOR
Six Tips to Guide Your Journey

1 Peter 2:9

SET/APART
At Northwest University (NU), we look for students
who don’t settle for the ordinary, but who set
themselves apart in their academics, in their
compassion for others, and in their desire to serve
God. People who use to the fullest whatever abilities
God has entrusted to them. Men and women who
pursue their dreams with passion and excellence.

We take the pursuit of your dreams very seriously.
In fact, it’s one of the reasons why this magazine is
called Pursuit. Nestled within these pages, you’ll find
stories of NU students and how their pursuits have
set them apart in the world.
They are an amazing community of people.

We hope that some day you’ll be one of them.

SHARE YOUR
PURSUITS

What are you pursuing in life? What sets you apart from others?
We’d like to share your pursuits with the world.
Just use #myNUpursuit and join the community.

S/A

MAKING THE MOST
OF EVERY
OPPORTUNITY.

Studying brain cancer. Prestarted out unsure about what he wanted to major
senting research at a national
in. After considering studying music, but realizing
science conference. Coorthat he didn’t want to make a career out of it, he
dinating surgeries at a major
settled on biology, since science had been one of
Seattle-area hospital. These
his favorite subjects in high school. “It was really
aren’t the accomplishments
difficult at the beginning—and still is,” he explained,
of a doctor or even a medical professor, but a
“but I pushed through, and after a while, realized
Northwest University student.
that biology was something I enjoyed and was
Meet Micah Atwood. A senior studying biology
committed to working toward as a career.”
here at NU, Micah’s educational journey has been
Micah continues to work toward his career goals
one of remarkable opportunities. “I have found
with a determination that he attributes in part to his
that opportunities build off one another,” he said.
grandfather’s inspiring advice. When Micah was
“Being faithful with what is given to you prepares
younger, his grandpa would recite a poem to him
you for more.”
that ended with the line: “For with every rising sun
One of his biggest opportunities came in the
I come, and bid you rise, fight, and win.” This drive
form of a nine-week internship
at Seattle’s Fred Hutchinson
“WITHOUT MY PROFESSORS TO GUIDE ME, AND ADVICE FROM BIOLOGY
Cancer Research Center. Micah
ALUMNI, I WOULD NOT BE WHERE I AM TODAY. OUR SCIENCE PROFESSORS
was accepted into the center’s
ARE AMAZING AND ARE THE REASON I CHOSE AND STAYED WITH NU.”
highly competitive Summer Undergraduate Research Program
in 2014. The program placed him in a lab that studand sense of responsibility to make good use of
ies the genetics of brain cancer to try to find new
the opportunities that come his way has led Micah
treatments and therapies.
to take an active role in his community, both on and
Micah was part of a research project that
off campus.
involved studying the use of a brand-new gene
Besides having completed his internship at Fred
editing technology known as CRISPR, which has
Hutchinson—which, Micah says, provided “invalushown promise as a method of killing cancer
able experience, skills, and most of all, friends to
cells of one of the most aggressive types of brain
walk with me in my journey”—he volunteers at
tumors, glioblastoma multiforme (or GBM). This
EvergreenHealth Medical Center as a surgery
project led to the opportunity to present his research
liaison. At Northwest, Micah serves as a lab assisfindings at the SACNAS Research Conference in
tant and the treasurer of the NU Science Society.
Los Angeles last August.
“Without my professors to guide me, and advice
“Going to the SACNAS Research Conference
from biology alumni, I would not be where I am
was the highlight of my year,” Micah said. “Since
today. Our science professors are amazing and
CRISPR is a hot, new technology, I had a good numare the reason I chose and stayed with NU,” he
ber of curious people stop by. It is a blast to explain
said. “Working as a lab assistant and as treasurer
the project you worked so hard on to people pasare ways for me to give back and advise younger
sionate about the same thing.”
students as past alumni once did for me.” P
But Micah hasn’t always wanted to pursue a
career in medicine. Like many college students, he

#iheartNU

Follow us @northwestu

“

I absolutely
love NU and
the professors.
They’re loyal.”
– @ELIZASOIL

“

Thank you Dr. Thomas for reminding
us of the fullness of the gospel, and
giving us a greater picture of Jesus.
#iheartNU”
–@NICKSHAFTO

“

Feeling so overwhelmed by the gift of
going to school with generous people
who believe in dreams I didn’t even
know I had. #iheartNU”
–@NATALIECHRIS

“

I am so thankful for the community
of students that surround me at
Northwest! Truly such a blessing!
#iheartNU”
–@THEOJRYAN

AN

built for

While most universities overlook your spiritual life, Christ
is foundational at NU. Chapel, student-led worship, small
groups, urban ministries, and mission trips are just the
beginning. You’ll also find professors who help you integrate
faith into your classroom and career. Fellow students who
share and encourage your desire to grow in Christ. Here,
you’ll find an education that prepares you well for this life.
And the next.
See how we help build your spiritual life at
northwestu.edu/numa.

HOW TO

ACE
ur
yo

COLLEGE
APPLICATION

1. STAND OUT

2. DOUBLE UP

What makes you different than thousands
of other applicants? Highlight your strengths
and accomplishments, your experiences
and extracurricular activities, what you’ve
learned and what you hope to learn—it’s okay
to promote yourself; just be honest and try
to emphasize why you’re a good fit for the
particular university you’re applying for.

Take both the SAT and ACT, and take them
more than once. That way, you can improve
in your weaker subject areas. Plus, you may
be able to “superscore” your SAT results—
some colleges take the highest
score in each section, rather than
the overall score from your most
recent test.

3. BUDDY UP
Get to know your
admissions
counselor. He
or she will be
able to give you
the inside scoop on
what the school is looking for and
how to approach your application
essay. Someone who knows you
personally is much more likely
to be your advocate during the
review process.

5. DOUBLE
CHECK

4. WRITE ON
Your application essay is your time to shine. But you don’t
have to be the next Shakespeare to write a successful
essay. Just try to make your writing to-the-point
but also engaging, sharing your story in a
meaningful way (and in correct English!).

6. COACH ‘EM
Reference letters are another important part of your
application package. Pick teachers or other mentors
who will give you a personal, positive recommendation.
And it’s okay to “coach” them—let your references know
what character traits or leadership qualities you would
like to emphasize; just make sure to give
them enough time to write a good letter.
They’ll appreciate that you made their
job a little easier!

7. DON’T DAWDLE
Your application essay is going to
have to do all the talking for you.
So make sure it’s polished—run a
spell check and grammar check,
and have an extra pair of eyes
proofread it before you send it off.

It’s true: the early bird does get the worm. And in terms of
your college application, getting it in as early as possible
will only improve your chances of being accepted,
getting the best scholarships, and scoring
prime spots in campus housing.

For more information,
contact the Admissions team at
northwestu.edu/admissions/counselors.

SOAR
EAGLES
WITH THE

At NU, we’ve won our share of championships.
But as proud as we are of our athletes on the field,
we’re also proud of the men and women they’ve
become. NU athletes are champions of character—
people who win on the field and in life.
Not everyone has what it takes to soar with the Eagles.
The question is, do you?
Varsity Sports Offered at NU:
Men’s & Women’s Cross Country
Men’s & Women’s Track & Field
Men’s & Women’s Basketball
Men’s & Women’s Soccer
Women’s Volleyball
Women’s Softball

nueagles.com

THIS IS A

LEARNING
COMMUNITY?

WHY, YES. YES IT IS.
Learning comes in all shapes and sizes. Improv
nights, drama productions, film festivals, and
talent shows are all created to help you explore
your gifts and find new ones as you grow as a
student. At NU, learning happens everywhere.
And yes, it can be a lot of fun.
For more information about improv and drama,
go to eagle.northwestu.edu/academics/drama.

MONEY MAGAZINE JUST SET US APART:

5th Best Place To Live In The U.S.

Our 56-acre campus is located in Kirkland, Washington,
recently voted by Money Magazine as the 5th best
place to live in the U.S. We’re close to recreational
opportunities (minutes from Lake Washington), and
we’re surrounded by companies that have changed
the world. For students who choose NU, this is a great
combination. It means lots of opportunity for fun while

you’re here and—even more importantly—excellent
opportunities for employment once you graduate.
To see all that Kirkland and Northwest University have
to offer, come for a visit. We’d love to show you around.
Sign up at northwestu.edu/friday.

S/A

Maricres Castro
Pre-Med Biology

PRAYING
with

POWER

M

aricres Castro, a senior at Northwest University,
had several goals for 2015: earn her pre-med
biology degree, become a certified teacher of English
as a Second Language, and move to Zambia to serve
in the Peace Corps. Not on her radar was praying with
and for some of the world’s most influential leaders—
including President Barack Obama.
In early January, Maricres opened an email bearing
the U.S. Congressional seal, inviting her to the 63rd
National Prayer Breakfast in Washington, D.C. The
event brought together 3,500 people representing at
least 150 countries, including 120 students from the
United States. One of those students was Maricres,
who had been nominated by the Washington
Student Leadership Organization for her work on the
Governor’s Prayer Breakfast.
“I was overjoyed,” said Maricres. “The year had
barely started, and I got this email. I thought, ‘Is this
real? Oh my goodness!’ It was funny because I think,
‘I’m a biology major—what am I doing over there?’ But
there were people from all different backgrounds.”

S/A
“TO BE ONE OF THE FEW
STUDENTS TO WITNESS THAT
IN PERSON AND TO SEE
THEIR HEARTS FOR PEOPLE
AND GOD WAS SOMETHING
I’LL NEVER FORGET.”
Kosovo Ambassador, Ahmet Shala (right).

Maricres and her
brother, Michael.

Jordan Ambassador, Dr. Aliea Hatoug Boura (center).
Welter Weight World Champion,
Congressman Manny Pacquiao and his
wife, Vice Governor Jinky Pacquiao.

Throughout the prayer breakfast and the
It’s hard to imagine anything could prepare you
National Student Leadership Conference that
for being in a room full of key global leaders, but
followed, the blending of backgrounds and beliefs
Maricres believes her years at Northwest University
was what made the event so impactful. During
equipped her for just that. “When something’s
a prayer session for Ukraine, “there wasn’t an
going on, you have a community of brothers
atmosphere of exclusion,” Maricres explained. “It
and sisters at NU who will hold you accountable,
was more like, ‘I appreciate you being so real and
encourage you, be there for you. I think that’s
vulnerable about the pain
of your country, and the fact
“WHEN SOMETHING’S GOING ON, YOU HAVE A COMMUNITY OF BROTHERS
that you’re asking me to pray
AND SISTERS AT NU WHO WILL HOLD YOU ACCOUNTABLE, ENCOURAGE YOU, BE
for you.’ As these speakers
THERE FOR YOU. I THINK THAT’S EXACTLY WHAT PREPARED ME FOR THIS EVENT.
were speaking, it was like
YOU’RE STANDING SIDE BY SIDE, PRAYING FOR EACH OTHER, LAYING HANDS—
they were being embraced
IT’S A POWERFUL THING. NORTHWEST UNIVERSITY HAS HELPED ME IN MY
by the room. It’s in those
powerful moments when
GROWTH AS A SPIRITUAL LEADER, TAKING OWNERSHIP OF MY FAITH.”
you recognize the power of
prayer to unite us and reaffirm the sense that we’re
exactly what prepared me for this event. You’re
not alone.”
standing side by side, praying for each other, laying
In an atmosphere of vulnerability, natural
hands—it’s a powerful thing. Northwest University
boundaries were broken down, allowing people
has helped me in my growth as a spiritual leader,
to engage at the same level. Maricres connected
taking ownership of my faith.”
with political figures and speakers, including
When Maricres first arrived in D.C., wearing a
professional boxer and politician Manny Pacquiao
large backpack, boots, and leggings, she couldn’t
from the Philippines, where Maricres grew up as a
feel more out of place among the suits, ties, and
daughter of medical missionaries. The ambassador
pearl necklaces. But by the end, “I was walking
of Kosovo was impressed by Maricres’ questions
away with a sense of camaraderie with brothers
during a Q&A session, and afterward, began
and sisters who are beloved by God, having
introducing her to everyone as his adopted
been able to pray with and for them, and being
daughter.
vulnerable and having them pray for me,” Maricres
By the end of the event, Maricres’ view on politics
said. “To be one of the few students to witness that
had changed. “I used to call it a power game, but
in person, and to see their hearts for people and
at the prayer breakfast, ‘politics’ was about getting
God was something I’ll never forget.” P
to know people. There was no agenda. It didn’t
matter if you were Muslim or Jewish; if you needed
prayer, people came around and prayed for you.”

FINDING YOUR MAJOR
D r. Ro n J ac o b son - D e an, Col l e g e of Educa tion a nd
Lea d P r o f e s s or of t he Ide nt i t y and Voca tion C ourse

O

ne of the joys of university
life is deciding what you
want to do for the rest of
your life! Of course, for
many students coming
right out of high school,
that decision is difficult.
There are so many
choices. We’re afraid we might get stuck in a
profession that we don’t enjoy. We’re reluctant
to “waste” credits as we “check out” majors
before committing. As I’ve worked with university
students over the past couple of decades, I find
myself asking them the same questions as they
consider this rather daunting question: What
should I major in?

WHO ARE YOU?
What are you passionate about? What do you
care about? What excites you? Answering these
questions will involve personal reflection, but
may also include some kind of inventory (e.g.,
StrengthsFinder, MBTI). The goal here is to tap
into those bigger concerns and interests that
drive you. If you detest budgets and hate keeping
track of your finances, then perhaps accounting
may not be the best choice. If you care deeply
about the plight of the oppressed, then perhaps
social work, community concerns, or even law
may be a good path.

WHAT ARE YOU GOOD AT?
Remember, God has made us who we are. This is
true genetically (think of God knitting us together
in our mother’s womb), as well as experientially

(e.g., the influence of family, friends, schooling,
travel, etc.). So, where do your gifts lie? What
are you good at? And, what are the underlying
components of those gifts? You may be good
at math, but perhaps underneath that ability is
a propensity toward organization and order.
Hence, you may choose a career in mathematics,
or in organizational development, or even project
management.

WHAT HAS GOD PLACED ON YOUR HEART?
Often when we think of choosing a major, we
first think about what we enjoy. This is certainly
viable, but biblically, that may not be the most
important question to consider. It may make
more sense to first ask “What should I do?”
instead of “What would fulfill me?” This doesn’t
mean that we shouldn’t consider fulfillment, but
that we should remember that our God is a God
who “calls” us. So, what kinds of “callings” have
you sensed from God? Where is he leading you?

WHAT DO OTHERS SAY?
Guess what? Being human means we have blind
spots! Often those around us can see us a bit
more clearly in some areas of our lives than we
can. That’s true of personal habits and also may
be true of vocational choices (e.g., should I be
a teacher of a chef?). So, ask your friends and
family what they see you doing. Ask them what
kinds of careers they think you’d be good at or
enjoy. Of course, this is ultimately your choice,
but leaning on the insight of others is another
great tool in the process!

AREAS OF STUDY
Majors & Concentrations

TRY SOME STUFF OUT!
I’ve found that one of the best ways to know
if something is a good fit is simply to try it
out. Do you wonder if you’d enjoy being an
elementary school teacher? Then, go hang out
in an elementary school for a few weeks. You
may find that you actually don’t like working with
children. Career disaster averted. So, volunteer,
get involved, do a job shadow, get some
experience, try out some courses in different
areas. The general education requirements at
NU are flexible enough to accommodate this
kind of class exploration in your first two years.

PICK A MAJOR THAT YOU LOVE!
When both of my children went off to university,
my mantra was consistent as they considered
different majors: find a major that interests you.
Look for something you love. What you learn
in college is bigger than any specific content
area. Things like critical thinking, problemsolving, working with others, and discipline are
the key components to a good undergraduate
education. Don’t see your undergrad degree
as only a career path; see it as a chance to
grow, change, broaden your view, and develop
critical skills. What you decide to major in won’t
determine the rest of your life—you and God
will do that! What you major in is simply another
step along that path of discovery.

Accounting
Audio Production*
Biblical Languages*
Biblical Literature
Biology
- Animal Biology
- Pre-Health
- Pre-Med
- General Science
Business Administration
Chemistry*
Children and Family
Ministries
Communication
- Communication &
Preaching
- Drama
- Film Studies
- Media Studies
- Organizational
Communication
- Public Affairs
- Rhetoric & Public
Affairs
Contemporary Music
Industry
- Producer Track
- Recording Arts
Technology
- Performance Track
Elementary Education
- Humanities
- Mathematics
- Science
English
- Literature
- TESOL
- Writing
Environmental Science
Exercise Science
Finance*
General Ministry
General Studies
Health Science
History
Interdisciplinary Studies
- Single Area
- Multiple-Area
- Legal Studies
- Political Science
Intercultural Studies

- Africa Studies
- Asia Studies
- Cross-Cultural
Studies
- First Nations
Ministry
- Latin American
Studies
- Linguistic Studies
- Middle East Studies
- University Ministry
- Urban Ministries
International Business
Mathematics
Management
Marketing
Media Ministry*
Military Science &
Leadership*
Music
Music Education
Music Industry
Business
Music Ministry
Nursing
Pastoral Care*
Pastoral Ministry
Political Science
Professional Sales*
Psychology
- Cultural Psychology
- Counseling
Psychology
- General Psychology
- Marriage & Family
Studies
- Organizational
Behavior
Religion & Philosophy
Secondary Education
- Biology
- English & Language
Arts
- English Language
Learners (ELL)
- Health & Fitness
- Mathematics
- Social Studies
- Theatre Arts
Youth and Family
Ministries

*Minor
For a complete list of majors, minors, and
concentrations, visit northwestu.edu/programs.

Nathan Furtado
Business Management
with a concentration
in Music Industry Business.
Bassist for Citizens and Saints.

TURN YOUR LOVE FOR
MUSIC INTO A CAREER.
You love music but aren’t sure how to make a
living at it. Our Creatio program offers Grammy
award-winning instructors who know what it
takes to succeed because they’ve done it
themselves. And you’ll learn in state-of-the-art
studios that are the envy of other programs.
That’s not all. The Creatio program has had a
100 percent job placement rate since it began
in 2010. No, that is not a typo. 100 percent job
placement. Music careers are made here.
Yours could be, too.
Majors
Management/Music Industry Business
Recording Arts Technology
Minors
Audio Production Technology
Media Ministry
Learn more about Creatio at
northwestu.edu/creatio.

Lauren Curry
Organizational Communication

S/A

IN

the summer of 2014, Northwest University
even customizable. A portion of her sales are donated
sophomore Lauren Curry was teaching English
to Sowing Roots, a nonprofit that financially assists
classes to children and teenagers in Lusaka, Zambia,
families seeking to adopt orphans.
when she noticed something peculiar about their
“When you buy this journal, it is not only used to
notebooks. Rather than being filled
help orphans around the world, but
“HAVING
A
JOURNAL
THAT
I
CAN
USE
with lined paper, the notebooks
we can use it to help ourselves as
were constructed with newspaper TO INSPIRE ME MAKES ME WANT TO DO
a ‘dream journal,’ per say,” Lauren
the children had gathered from
BETTER AND BE BETTER, AND THAT IS said. “Having a journal that I can use
the garbage. Their notes were
WHAT I WANT DROOMBOOK TO DO— to inspire me makes me want to do
scribbled around pictures or
better and be better, and that is what
TO
HELP
PEOPLE
DREAM.”
words, nearly undecipherable in
I want Droombook to do—to help
tight spaces. That night, Lauren cried in bed, her heart
people dream.”
burdened that these children could not even afford
Lauren’s own dream formed when she was a high
simple school supplies.
school freshman on a trip to Lesotho with her father.
After Lauren returned from the trip, she bought
They met families impacted by HIV and AIDS, and one
notebooks, Modge Podged newspaper on the covers,
family in particular was ingrained in Lauren’s memory:
and began selling them on her Etsy shop called
a mother with two sons—ages one and three—dying
Droombook—referencing droom, which means “to
of AIDS. After that trip, Lauren knew her life purpose
dream” in Afrikaans. Each item is handmade, created
was to help families suffering because of the disease,
with different newspapers or maps to be unique and
specifically children who had been orphaned by it.
“I knew that I was made to be uncommon and that
this was the destiny and purpose for my life,” Lauren
said. “My dream for the children in Africa would be
that they really discover who they are, and that they
are capable of anything they put their minds to. Just
like us, they need someone to encourage them and
remind them that they were made to be great and
uncommon despite not having the resources that
some others have.” P

If you want to see what the students
at NU are up to, it’s as close as your
phone. Just visit our #PeopleofNU
series on Instagram and YouTube.
You’ll hear from actual students about
what it’s like to be here, see our
campus, and get the inside scoop
on all things NU. Of course, nothing
can replace actually visiting NU for
yourself (Northwest Friday!), but this
is pretty close.
See you online.
@northwestu
youtube.com/northwestuniversity
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Seniors: There Is Still Time To Apply
If you’re a senior who hasn’t yet applied, there’s still time to catch up.
But don’t wait. Financial aid awards are being determined. The
sooner you apply, the more you may be eligible to receive.

GOOD NEWS!
Northwest University is
pleased to announce that
we’ve significantly increased
the award amounts of our
academic scholarships. You
could qualify for one of these
scholarships, depending on
your GPA and/or test scores.

Academic Scholarships for Freshman and Running Start
Level
Gold
Silver
Bronze

3.0 GPA + SAT
1840+
1670-1830
1500-1660

3.0 GPA + ACT
28+
25-27
22-24

Amount
$12,000/yr
$10,000/yr
$8,000/yr

Academic Scholarships for Transfers
Level
Gold
Silver
Bronze

Cumulative GPA
3.6+
3.3–3.59
3.0–3.29

Amount
$10,000/yr
$8,000/yr
$6,000/yr

Helpful Hints
• Apply for financial aid early! Some funds
are limited, so financial aid is awarded
on a first-come, first-served basis.
Be first in line!
• Remember to apply for outside
scholarships. Start looking now so that
you can apply for scholarships in the fall
of your senior year.

• Take the SAT or ACT several times. By
improving your score you may qualify for
larger scholarships.
•

Visit us your senior year and we’ll give you
a $500 scholarship good toward your first
year at NU. Check out northwestu.edu/visit
to choose the campus visit option that’s
best for you!

QUICK FACTS ABOUT FINANCIAL AID
Average Financial Aid
Awarded

56.5%

Total

Cost of
Attendance

$35,876

• Tuition: $27,700
• Student Fees: $386
• Room & Board: $7,790

2015–2016

Average

Financial Aid

$20,254
2014–2015

• Grants
• Scholarships
• Loans

Students who qualify for some sort of

Financial Aid

97%
2014–2015

WHEN IT COMES TO PAYING FOR YOUR EDUCATION, YOU HAVE OPTIONS
Scholarships range from $500 to full tuition:
• Presidential & Provost
• Academic
• Musical Talent
• Athletic
• NU Success
• Visit

Other options:
• Work study
• Federal Loans
• Private Loans
• Interest-free Payment Plan

Grants range from $400–$8,517:
• Pell Grant
• Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant (FSEOG)
• Washington State Need Grant
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ONE DAY JUST FOR YOU.

We’ve set aside one day to show you what it’s like to be a student at
NU. We call it Northwest Friday, and it’s your chance to walk our campus,
meet with students, worship in chapel, attend a class, and see for
yourself if NU is the right fit for you. Check out northwestu.edu/visit to
choose the campus visit option that’s best for you!
One day. It’s your day.
We can’t wait to meet you.

@northwestu

@northwestu

facebook.com/northwestu
youtube.com/northwestuniversity

northwestu.edu/setapart		800.669.3781		admissions@northwestu.edu

